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Suicide Prevention And Awareness Week
September 10th through September 16th
Pat Mowen and Pam Bailor of the Fayette County Suicide Prevention
Taskforce stood with Commissioners Dave Lohr and Vincent A. Vicites
for the reading of a Proclamation to encourage all citizens of Fayette
County to learn how they can help to curb the very real Suicide epidemic. It is an epidemic that has become the 2nd leading cause of death
among 15—24 year olds, and the 10th cause among people of all ages.
You have to wonder why? It has been said that people who die by suicide do not want to end their life, they want to end their pain. If that is
the case, perhaps if we can learn to recognize the pain, we can encourage
people to seek behavioral health services instead of resorting to this tragic option. It is time to recognize and realize that intervention can make
all the difference. If you want to make a difference for someone who
may be in pain or would like to join in the Awareness effort, please call
the Fayette County Suicide Prevention Task Force representative at
(724) 430-1370.

FCBHA Mission: To enrich lives by providing choice and access to resources
that encourage hope, independence and recovery.

If you have lost a friend, loved-one, or acquaintance to suicide and would like to
share a story in their memory, Fayette County Suicide Prevention Taskforce encourages you to visit the #FAYETTEEMPTYSHOES or #LOSTSOLESFAYETTE.
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RECOVERY MONTH
IN FAYETTE COUNTY

New Resources Available
SPHS affiliates host support
groups for families affected by
addiction. They are helpful for
people who have experienced
the loss or near loss of someone
to overdose. Groups are designed to help people cope with
grief and identify healthy outlets and supports.

In Monessen they are located at
SPHS, 2 Eastgate Avenue,
Monessen, PA
15062.
In
Charleroi they are located at
SPHS, 250 Chamber Plaza,
Charleroi, PA 15022 or you
can call (724) 684-6489 for
either location for more information.
There are also groups in
Greensburg,
Butler,
and
Waynesburg, PA. For more
information on these sites,
please call the number above.
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FCBHA is happy to announce the addition of the Developmental Disabilities Self-Advocacy Group to the
Advocacy Network of Fayette County. This group will consist of individuals receiving services and family
members. They will help to identify areas where training is needed, link families and individuals with
community supports and service providers, and aid in providing a voice in the community. A kick-off
event is being planned for November 2, 2017. Please look at the News Page of www.FCBHA.org for the
most accurate information on trainings and special events.

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH
October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month. The purpose of National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) is to educate about disability employment issues and celebrate the
many and varied contributions of America's workers with disabilities. Held annually, National Disability
Employment Awareness Month is led by the U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment
Policy, but its true spirit lies in the many observances held at the grassroots level across the nation every
year. Employers of all sizes and in all industries are encouraged to participate. Everyone can support National Disability Employment Awareness Month. For ideas on how you can support NDEAM, visit
www.dol.gov/ndeam. Everyone can play an important part in fostering a more inclusive workforce, one
where every person is recognized for his or her abilities — every day of every month.
In Fayette County, we are pleased to have Arc of Fayette, Fayette Resources, Goodwill of Southwestern,
PA, Life’sWork, and Transition Employment Consultants who help people with disabilities find gainful
employment and a more joyful and fulfilling life.

Lifesharing, also known as “Family Living” (55
Pa Code §6500), officially began in Pennsylvania
in 1982 with a family in Berks County who wanted to support their friend in their own home. To
reflect the diversity of relationships in these living
arrangements, “Family Living” became best
known as Lifesharing to better describe the lifestyles and choices of the people being supported.
Lifesharing thru Family Living means living with
and sharing life experiences with supportive persons who form a caring household. Lifesharing is
recognized as being both a close personal relationship and a place to live. Lifesharing offers an individual with a disability the opportunity to live
with a family or individual who will support his/
her desires and needs for an everyday life. Individuals supported in Lifesharing include children
and adults with a wide variety of needs and challenges. Lifesharing is having a place to call home
and a family to go home to. If you would like to
consider sharing your life and home with someone
amazing, please call (724) 430-1370 and ask for
Joe Wingrove.
The ANSWER-Page 5

Staff Stuff
CONGRATULATIONS!
10-Year Service
Award Recipients
ARC Fayette
Michael Dinan
Shirley Whyte

Chestnut Ridge
Counseling Services, Inc.
Lindsey Bennett
Jared Gregor
Thelma Layhue
Melodi Steiner
Kenneth Stone
Andriea Swentko

Crosskeys
Human Services, Inc.
Nena Simmons

Diversified
Human Services, Inc.
Carole Ann Baker
John Fiorillo
Melissa Lewis

FCBHA
Angela Baker
Nicole Barak
Theresa Battaglini
Nicole Fijalkovic
Christine Rosinski-Stone
Kerry Smith
Joe Wingrove

Fayette Resources, Inc.
Monique Brown
Kenneth Burton
Brian Gray II
Tammy Howell

Goodwill of
Southwestern PA
Gary Darnell
Alan Hassick
Sherman Hollis
Keith Morris
Albert Zelmore

SPHS
Valerie Braddee-Brown
Teresa Mehalik
David Woodward

10-Year Service Awards
Each year, FCBHA and its Advisory Board recognize each worker who has
completed 10 years of service either at FCBHA or one of our provider partners.
It is well known that work in the field of Human Services takes a lot of heart and
strength. We applaud those who come to work each day to help individuals who
face some of life’s most difficult challenges, and Congratulate you on your 10th
Anniversary! Your work makes all the difference in someone’s life!

People are Coming …
FCBHA is happy to welcome Ms. April Orndorff to the staff as an Administrative Secretary. She is a lifelong resident of Fayette County who grew up in
Bullskin Township and now resides in Mill Run.
April has a diverse background that includes a
degree from WCCC in Administrative Management and Secretarial Studies, she ran a small
business for several years, she recently completed a degree in Elementary Education at California University, and for the past 6 years, has been
a substitute teacher in the Connellsville Area
School District. April has a son (Derek) and
Daughter (Alyssa) who are both in college and a
husband of 26 years, Rob. She describes them
as a BASEBALL family as they have all played
either baseball or softball throughout their lives.
April loves perennials and baking cakes for special occasions (like weddings!).

Welcome April and GOOD LUCK !!!

...and Going
We will be saying goodbye to one of
our friends soon. Lester Visnosky,
FCBHA Building Superintendent,
has announced he is retiring on October 13th. He says it is time to
“Catch up on his TO DO list” (most
of us can relate to that!). Some of
the things on that list include things
around the house and traveling
more. He isn’t exactly sure where to
or when, but is passively shopping for a mobile home in his spare time. He has
a son in Texas that he might just drop in on in the near future and Disney and
Lake Erie are on the list too. His face lit up when he talked about his four
grandchildren and the likelihood he will be spending more time with them and
he hopes to help more at his church when he can. Lester said his wife of 46
years, Debbie, retired last year and more than anything, he is looking forward to
spending more time with her. We could not be happier for you Lester … ENJOY!

WE WILL MISS YOU!
HAVE A WONDERFUL RETIREMENT!
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Is Summer Really Over?
Yes it is, but what a great Summer it was!
Like every year, FCBHA was out in the Community, helping the citizens of Fayette County.
Here are a few of the places we visited:









July 26th—Kerry Smith visited the Pennsylvania Health Law Project on Medical Assistance for children
July 26th—Gina Donkers visited SCI Fayette to talk about Suicide Prevention
July 28th—Gina Donkers visited Good Works Life Recovery House to talk about Suicide Awareness and Prevention
August 7th—Kelley Gavran and Devon Cobb attended the Point Marion Community Health Fair
August 16th—Joe Wingrove visited IU#1 to talk about Waiver Changes: Expanded Eligibility Categories
August 16th—Nicole Barak visited Grant Street Park for a Community Building Event for Children and Families
August 19th—Gina Donkers took a variety of information to the Veterans Picnic sponsored by Fayette County
We are one lucky bunch….we are given the opportunity to make life better for some and amazing for many. So We Do!

FCBHA
Staff is

THANKFUL

For the ongoing supportive training and education we are provided
and the opportunity to interact with and enlighten the Community.

“Education is the most powerful weapon we can use
to change the world” (Nelson Mandela)
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Fayette County Behavioral Health Administration
215 Jacob Murphy Lane
Uniontown, PA 15401

FCBHA Advisory Board
2017 Meeting Dates
September 20, 2017
October 18, 2017
November 15, 2017

Fayette County
Behavioral Health
Administration

TRAININGS
TRAININGS
Www.FCBHA.or
Www.FCBHA.org
&
g
EVENTS
&

(724) 430-1370
Lisa A. Ferris
Chief Executive Officer

www.FCBHA.org
9/14/17—HCQU Training—Mobility

(open to the public)

5:30 PM

215 Jacob Murphy Lane
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-430-1370
http://www.fcbha.org/Advisory.html

Fayette County
Board of Commissioners
Vincent A. Vicites, Chairman
Dave Lohr, Vice-Chairman
Angela M. Zimmerlink, Secretary

Please visit www.FCBHA.org
For the most accurate and
Complete Information on
Trainings and Events.
Thank You!
http://www.fcbha.org/Current.html

The ANSWER is a publication of the Fayette County Behavioral Health Administration.
Comments, questions or suggestions may be submitted to the Newsletter Editor at www.fcbha.org or
Fayette County Behavioral Health Administration, 215 Jacob Murphy Lane, Uniontown, PA 15401.
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